[Inhibition of total and active E-rosettes mediated by serum from tubercular patients].
To study the effect of tuberculous patients' serum upon normal lymphocytes in order to determine possible inhibition factors of immune response. We studied total E-rosette formation (4 degrees C, RET) and active rosette formation (37 degrees C, REA) in tuberculous patients in different stages: mild (n:36), moderate (n:28), severe (n:24) and a control group of 32 patients. The same determinations were studied in normal circulating lymphocytes (LN) incubated before with serum from tuberculous patients (SP), serum of normal individuals (SN) and in Tc-199 medium. The number of RET and REA in tuberculous patients of different stages were significantly lower to the ones of the control group (p less than 0.01, p less than 0.05). This differences were also found when we compare the number of RET and REA after the incubation of LN with SP and SN respectively (p less than 0.01, p less than 0.05). Tuberculous patients showed an impaired ability to form RET and REA. The incubation of normal lymphocytes with serum from tuberculous patients reduced significantly its capacity to form rosettes.